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Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commission 


Established  April  15,  1904  by  Andrew  Carnegie,  the  Carnegie 
Hero  Fund  Commission  was  created  to  recognize  outstanding  acts 
of  selfless  heroism  performed  in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

Recognition  in  all  acts  considered  worthy  by  the  Commission 
consists  of  a  medal.  It  may  also  include,  in  acts  in  which  disabling 
injuries  are  sustained  by  the  rescuer,  a  supplemental  continuing 
grant;  in  acts  in  which  the  rescuer  loses  his  life,  financial  assistance 
for  the  widow  and  children;  and  in  acts  in  which  no  disablement 
is  sustained,  grants  for  education  or  other  worthy  purposes  in  the 
lives  of  the  rescuers. 

Recommendations  for  awards  may  be  made  by  an  individual 
having  knowledge  of  such  outstanding  acts  of  bravery,  and  should 
be  sent  directly  to  the  Commission.  Awards  are  open  to  all  citizens 
and  visitors  of  the  two  countries  under  regulations  presented  in 
detail  on  subsequent  pages  of  this  report. 

Each  recommended  act  is  investigated  as  to  fact  and  degree  of 
risk  involved  and  is  evaluated  by  the  Commission  on  the  basis  of 
results  of  the  investigation. 

Please  address  inquiries  to: 

Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commission 
Oliver  Building 

Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania  15222 
Telephone:  412-281-1302 


/  do  not  expect  to  stimulate  or  create  heroism  by  this  fund , 
knowing  well  that  heroic  action  is  impulsive;  but  l  do  believe  that , 
if  the  hero  is  injured  in  his  bold  attempt  to  serve  or  save  his  fellows, 
he  and  those  dependent  upon  him  should  not  suffer  pecuniarily. 

—Andrew  Carnegie 


The  Carnegie  Medal 


Reverse  side  of  Carnegie  Medal  (actual  size) 


The  Carnegie  Medal  is  awarded  to  one  who,  at  the  risk  of  his 
own  life,  saves  or  attempts  to  save  the  life  of  a  fellow  man. 

Mr.  Carnegie’s  embossed  profile  dominates  the  front  of  the 
medal,  as  seen  on  the  cover.  On  the  reverse  side  (above)  in  low 
relief  are  shown  the  geographical  outlines  of  the  United  States 
and  Canada,  the  countries  to  which  the  Fund  applies.  In  higher 
relief  the  seals  of  these  countries  are  shown,  with  the  United 
States  below  the  inscription  plate,  and  Canada  and  New¬ 
foundland  at  the  top  left  and  right  of  it,  respectively. 

Relief  work  surrounding  the  inscription  plate  reveals  a  sprig  of 
laurel  underneath  and  sprigs  of  ivy,  oak,  and  thistle  at  the  top. 
Laurel  typifies  glory;  ivy,  friendship;  oak,  strength;  and  thistle, 
persistency.  Encircling  the  relief  work  is  a  quotation  from  the 
New  Testament  (John  XV,  13):  Greater  love  hath  no  man  than 
this ,  that  a  man  lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends. 


Requirements  for  a  Carnegie  Medal 

There  must  be  conclusive  evidence  that  the  person  performing 
the  act  voluntarily  risked  his  own  life  to  an  extraordinary  degree 
in  saving  or  attempting  to  save  the  life  of  another  person,  or 
voluntarily  sacrificed  himself  in  an  heroic  manner  for  the  benefit 
of  others. 

The  act  of  rescue  must  be  one  in  which  no  direct  family  rela¬ 
tionship  or  other  full  measure  of  responsibility  exists  between  the 
rescuer  and  the  rescued. 

The  act  must  have  been  performed  in  the  United  States, 
Canada  or  the  waters  thereof  and  must  be  brought  to  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  Commission  within  two  years  of  the  date  of  the  rescue. 


Awards 

A  medal  is  presented  to  the  person  performing  the  act  or,  in 
case  of  death,  to  the  widow,  widower,  or  the  next  of  kin. 

When  a  rescuer  loses  his  life  in  performance  of  an  act, 
contributions  may  be  made  toward  the  livelihood  of  the  widow 
until  she  remarries;  and  contributions  may  also  be  made  toward 
the  support  and  education  of  the  deceased  rescuer’s  children. 

If  the  rescuer  is  disabled  in  the  performance  of  the  act,  periodic 
contributions  may  be  made  to  his  livelihood. 

If  the  rescuer  be  uninjured,  a  monetary  grant  may  nevertheless 
be  made,  should  the  Commission  deem  such  gift  desirable. 

The  benefits  to  be  paid  and  the  manner  of  payment  are 
determined  by  the  Commission  after  consideration  of  the 
circumstances  of  each  awardee.  Continuing  benefits  are  paid 
only  if  there  is  clear  need  for  such  assistance  and  only  if  such 
benefits  are  soberly  and  properly  used  and  the  recipients  remain 
respectable  members  of  their  communities. 


Persons  Not  Eligible  for  Awards 

Persons  whose  duties  in  following  their  regular  vocations 
require  them  to  perform  such  acts,  unless  the  rescues  involve 
actions  for  which  they  have  had  neither  training  nor  experience. 

Members  of  the  Armed  Services. 

Children  considered  by  the  Commission  to  be  too  young  to 
comprehend  the  risks  involved. 


Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commission 


DEED  OF  TRUST 


To  the  Hero  Fund  Commission: 

GENTLEMEN:— We  live  in  an  heroic  age.  Not  seldom  are  we 
thrilled  by  deeds  of  heroism  where  men  or  women  are  injured  or 
lose  their  lives  in  attempting  to  preserve  or  rescue  their  fellows; 
such  the  heroes  of  civilization.  The  heroes  of  barbarism  maimed 
or  killed  theirs. 

I  have  long  felt  that  the  heroes  and  those  dependent  upon  them 
should  be  freed  from  pecuniary  cares  resulting  from  their 
heroism,  and,  as  a  fund  for  this  purpose,  I  have  transferred  to  the 
Commission  five  million  dollars  of  First  Collateral  Five  Per  Cent. 
Bonds  of  the  United  States  Steel  Corporation,  the  proceeds  to  be 
used  as  follows: 

First.  To  place  those  following  peaceful  vocations,  who  have 
been  injured  in  heroic  effort  to  save  human  life,  in  somewhat 
better  positions  pecuniarily  than  before,  until  again  able  to  work. 
In  case  of  death,  the  widow  and  children,  or  other  dependents,  to 
be  provided  for  until  she  remarries,  and  the  children  until  they 
reach  a  self-supporting  age.  For  exceptional  children  exceptional 
grants  may  be  made  for  exceptional  education.  Grants  of  sums  of 
money  may  also  be  made  to  heroes  or  heroines  as  the  Commission 
thinks  advisable — each  case  to  be  judged  on  its  merits. 

Second.  No  grant  is  to  be  continued  unless  it  be  soberly  and 
properly  used,  and  the  recipients  remain  respectable,  well- 
behaved  members  of  the  community,  but  the  heroes  and  heroines 
are  to  be  given  a  fair  trial,  no  matter  what  their  antecedents. 
Heroes  deserve  pardon  and  a  fresh  start. 

Third.  A  medal  shall  be  given  to  the  hero,  or  widow,  or  next  of 
kin,  which  shall  recite  the  heroic  deed  it  commemorates,  that 
descendants  may  know  and  be  proud  of  their  descent.  The  medal 
shall  be  given  for  the  heroic  act,  even  if  the  doer  be  uninjured, 
and  also  a  sum  of  money,  should  the  Commission  deem  such  gift 
desirable. 

Fourth.  Many  cities  provide  pensions  for  policemen,  firemen, 
teachers,  and  others,  and  some  may  give  rewards  for  acts  of 


heroism.  All  these  and  other  facts  the  Commission  will  take  into 
account  and  act  accordingly  in  making  grants.  Nothing  could  be 
further  from  my  intention  than  to  deaden  or  interfere  with  these 
most  creditable  provisions,  doubly  precious  as  showing  public 
and  municipal  appreciation  of  faithful  and  heroic  service.  I  ask 
from  the  Commission  most  careful  guard  against  this  danger.  The 
medal  can,  of  course,  be  offered  in  such  eases.  Whether 
something  more  can  not  judiciously  be  done,  at  the  request  of,  or 
with  the  approval  of,  the  city  authorities,  the  Commission  shall 
determine.  I  hope  there  can  be. 

Fifth.  The  claims  upon  the  Fund  for  some  years  can  not 
exhaust  it.  After  years,  however,  pensioners  will  become 
numerous.  Should  the  Commission  find,  after  allowing  liberally 
for  this,  that  a  surplus  will  remain,  it  has  power  to  make  grants  in 
case  of  accidents  (preferably  where  a  hero  has  appeared)  to  those 
injured.  The  action  taken  in  the  recent  Harwick  Mine  accident, 
where  Heroes  Taylor  and  Lyle  lost  their  lives,  is  an  illustration. 
The  community  first  raised  a  fund  of  forty  thousand  dollars, 
which  was  duplicated  by  me  after  waiting  until  the  generosity  of 
the  community  had  full  scope.  Here  again  the  Commission  should 
be  exceedingly  careful,  as  in  this  case,  not  to  deaden,  but  to 
stimulate  employers  or  communities  to  do  their  part,  for  such 
action  benefits  givers  themselves  as  well  as  recipients. 

Sixth.  It  seems  probable  that  cities  and  employers  on  this  con¬ 
tinent  will  ultimately  be  placed  under  similar  conditions  to  those 
of  Britain,  Germany,  and  other  European  States,  and  required  to 
provide  against  accidents  to  employees.  Therefore,  the  Commis¬ 
sion,  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  may  devote  any  surplus  that  accrues 
beyond  providing  for  heroes  and  their  dependents  (which  provi¬ 
sion  must  never  be  abandoned)  to  such  other  modes  of  benefiting 
those  in  want,  chiefly  caused  through  no  fault  of  their  own  (such 
as  drunkenness,  laziness,  crimes,  etc.)  but  through  exceptional 
circumstances,  in  such  manner  and  to  such  extent  as  the  Commis¬ 
sion  thinks  advisable  and  likely  to  do  more  good  than  if  such  sums 
were  given  to  those  injured  by  accident,  where  the  latter  may  be 
suitably  provided  for  by  law,  or  otherwise. 

Seventh.  The  field  embraced  by  the  Fund  is  the  United  States 
of  America,  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  the  Colony  of  New¬ 
foundland,  and  the  waters  thereof.  The  sea  is  the  scene  of  many 
heroic  acts.  No  action  more  heroic  than  that  of  doctors  and  nurses 
volunteering  their  services  in  the  case  of  epidemics.  Railroad 
employees  are  remarkable  for  heroism.  All  these  and  similar  cases 
are  embraced.  Whenever  heroism  is  displayed  by  man  or  woman 
in  saving  human  life,  the  Fund  applies. 


Eighth.  No  personal  liability  will  attach  to  members  for  any 
act  of  the  Commission.  The  Commission  has  power  to  fill 
vacancies. 

Ninth.  The  Commission  has  full  power  to  sell,  invest,  or 
reinvest  all  funds;  to  employ  all  officials,  including  Secretary, 
traveling  agents  to  visit  and  oversee  beneficiaries,  etc.,  and  to 
fix  their  compensation.  Members  of  the  Commission  shall  be 
reimbursed  all  expenses  incurred,  including  traveling  expenses 
attending  meetings.  The  President  shall  be  granted  such 
honoraria  as  the  Commission  thinks  proper  and  as  he  can  be 
prevailed  upon  to  accept. 

Tenth.  An  annual  report,  including  a  detailed  statement  of 
sums  and  medals  granted  and  the  reasons  therefor,  shall  be  made 
each  year  and  published  in  at  least  one  newspaper  in  the  principal 
cities  of  the  countries  embraced  by  the  Fund.  A  finely  executed 
roll  of  the  heroes  and  heroines  shall  be  kept  displayed  in  the  office 
at  Pittsburgh. 


(Signed)  Andrew  Carnegie. 

WITNESS 

Louise  Whitfield  Carnegie. 


New  York,  March  12th,  1904. 


Heroic  Acts  Recognized  During  1980 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Edward  Miehael  Adler,  who  died  as  a  result  of  attempting  to  rescue  a 
female  nurse  from  an  armed  assailant,  Staten  Island,  N.Y.,  November  29,  1979.  A  youth  armed  with 
a  knife  forced  a  female  nurse  into  a  van  in  a  hospital  parking  lot,  where  Adler,  aged  31,  blood  bank 
supervisor,  was  sitting  in  his  automobile.  He  got  onto  the  van’s  rear  bumper  and  began  shouting  and 
pounding  on  the  roof.  As  the  assailant  drove  the  van  erratically  about  the  parking  lot,  Adler  fell  off 
and  suffered  fatal  head  injuries.  The  nurse  sustained  lacerations  before  being  thrown  out  of 
the  van.  6488 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Dennis  E.  Amnott,  who  rescued  Michael  J.  O’Connor  and  Corey  A. 
Melvin  from  burning,  Ipswich,  Mass.,  October  7,  1979.  O’Connor,  aged  21,  and  Melvin,  aged  19, 
were  in  a  two-door  sedan  that  was  involved  in  a  nighttime  accident,  fire  breaking  out  at  the  rear  of 
the  vehicle.  Amnott,  aged  33,  journeyman  plumber,  ran  to  the  open  driver’s  door,  tilted  the  front 
seat  forward,  and  aided  O’Connor  in  getting  out.  Flames  were  increasing  as  Amnott  returned  and 
removed  Melvin,  who  was  unconscious,  just  before  the  entire  sedan  was  engulfed.  All  three  men  sus¬ 
tained  minor  burns.  6489 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Teresa  LaMark  Apgar,  who  saved  George  R.  Henson  from  an  impending 
explosion,  Essex,  Conn.,  November  2,  1979.  When  the  oil  tanker  he  was  driving  veered  off  the  road 
and  overturned,  Henson,  aged  37,  was  badly  injured  and  thrown  to  five  feet  from  the  rig’s  cab, 
which  quickly  filled  with  flames.  Mrs.  Apgar,  aged  34,  magazine  inspector,  ran  to  Henson  and,  with 
difficulty  because  he  outweighed  her,  moved  him  five  feet  farther  away.  The  rig’s  fuel  tank 
exploded,  increasing  the  flames.  Mrs.  Apgar  aided  Henson  to  the  road.  One  of  the  tanks  of  diesel  oil 
then  exploded,  flames  rising  60  feet.  After  Mrs.  Apgar  and  Henson  had  moved  farther  away,  other 
persons  arrived  and  another  of  the  diesel  tanks  exploded.  Henson  was  hospitalized  for  his 
injuries.  6490 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  William  Joe  Arden,  who  died  attempting  to  save  fellow  workmen  from 
suffocation,  Dante,  Va.,  April  4,  1978.  In  a  coal  mine  tunnel,  three  men  were  overcome  by  lack  of 
oxygen.  Arden,  aged  25,  machine  operator,  entered  the  tunnel  to  give  aid  but,  before  reaching  any  of 
the  unconscious  men,  was  overcome.  One  of  the  three  men  was  removed  from  the  tunnel  and 
revived;  but  Arden  and  the  others  died.  6438 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Kevin  William  Ballman,  who  saved  Alice  M.  Schwartz  from  an 
impending  explosion,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  April  23,  1980.  Ballman,  aged  22,  security  guard,  noticed 
that  an  electrical  transformer  beneath  a  sidewalk  grating  was  overheating.  Fearing  an  explosion,  he 
was  about  to  call  authorities  when  he  saw  Mrs.  Schwartz,  aged  62,  walk  onto  the  grating.  Ballman 
ran  to  Mrs.  Schwartz  on  the  grating,  through  which  huge  flames  then  rose  from  the  transformer. 
Ballman  pushed  Mrs.  Schwartz  clear  of  the  grating;  but  an  explosion  then  threw  Ballman  some 
distance.  Mrs.  Schwartz’s  burns  were  minor;  Ballman’s  were  extensive  but  he  recovered.  6477 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  John  Douglas  Barnett,  who  attempted  to  save  Owen  L.  Jones  from 
drowning,  Kirkfield,  Ont.,  August  10,  1979.  While  helping  to  clean  a  stone-lined  well,  Owen,  aged 
16,  lost  consciousness  and  fell  into  water  at  the  bottom.  Barnett,  aged  35,  post  office  driver,  descended 
into  the  well  on  a  rope  and  then  tied  it  around  Owen,  who  was  pulled  out  by  others.  Although 
affected  by  lack  of  oxygen,  Barnett  climbed  out  by  ascending  on  the  uneven  stones.  Owen  could  not 
be  revived.  6428 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  James  P.  Barry,  Jr.,  who  rescued  Douglas  Foley  from  burning,  Placentia, 
Nfld.,  April  8,  1978.  Fire  broke  out  on  the  first  floor  of  a  two-story  frame  building  and  spread  to  the 
second-floor  apartment  of  Foley,  aged  72.  As  smoke  and  flames  increased,  Barry,  aged  31, 
bartender,  located  Foley  and  took  him  through  a  window  onto  the  porch  roof,  from  where  they  were 
aided  to  the  ground.  Barry  sustained  minor  burns;  Foley’s  burns  required  hospitalization.  6455 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Norman  Dean  Beasley,  who  rescued  Eric  Dawes  from  burning,  Walla 
Walla,  Wash.,  November  28,  1979.  Eric,  aged  eight  months,  was  in  his  crib  in  the  bedroom  of  a  one- 
story  frame  dwelling  when  fire  broke  out  in  the  adjoining  living  room.  Beasley,  aged  36,  postman, 
was  passing  and  learned  of  the  situation.  He  entered  the  dwelling  by  way  of  a  window  of  the 
bedroom,  to  which  the  fire  had  spread.  Despite  dense  smoke,  Beasley  located  Eric  in  his  crib  near 
flames  on  the  wall  and  then  removed  him  via  the  window.  Eric  and  Beasley  both  required  overnight 
hospitalization.  6429 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Armon  James  Beck,  Sr.,  who  attempted  to  rescue  Benjamin  D.  Steele 
from  burning,  Dallas,  Texas,  November  29,  1978.  When  fire  broke  out  in  the  middle  bedroom  of  a 
one-story  frame  dwelling,  Benjamin,  aged  2,  was  left  in  the  rear  bedroom  when  the  other  occupants 
fled.  In  heavy  smoke.  Beck,  aged  32,  carpenter,  twice  entered  the  house,  where  he  searched  for 
Benjamin  in  the  living  room  and  the  kitchen.  As  conditions  worsened.  Beck  made  his  way  back  out 
of  the  house,  which  soon  was  totally  afire.  Benjamin,  who  had  been  removed  by  another  man, 
recovered  from  his  burns.  6431 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Merritt  Belle  Isle,  Jr.,  who  attempted  to  save  Harold  F.  Turner  from 
drowning,  Boston,  Mass.,  November  29,  1978.  While  walking  on  the  ice-covered  Charles  Biver, 
Harold,  aged  16,  broke  through  and  floundered  in  deep  water.  Taking  with  him  a  rope.  Belle  Isle, 
aged  24,  refrigeration  mechanic,  went  to  Harold’s  aid  but  also  broke  through.  He  then  broke  his  way 
to  the  hole  in  the  ice  where  Harold  meanwhile  had  gone  under.  Belle  Isle  submerged  several  times 
but  could  not  find  Harold.  Nearly  exhausted.  Belle  Isle  then  was  pulled  to  the  bank  by  means  of  the 
rope.  Harold  drowned.  6447 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Glen  Darrel  Beverly,  who  helped  to  save  Jackie  Nowlin  from  suffocation. 
Dante,  Va.,  April  4,  1978.  In  a  coal  mine  tunnel,  Nowlin,  aged  23,  was  overcome  by  lack  of  oxygen. 
Beverly,  aged  35,  mining  equipment  service  representative,  entered  the  tunnel,  turned  Nowlin  onto 
his  back,  and  then  also  was  overcome.  Others  removed  Nowlin  and  Beverly,  both  of  whom  were 
revived.  6442 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  David  N.  Black,  who  rescued  Delores  F.  Brown  from  burning,  Selah, 
Wash.,  November  12,  1979.  At  night  fire  broke  out  in  the  front  room  of  a  mobile  home  occupied  by 
Mrs.  Brown,  aged  60,  who  passed  out  in  her  rear  bedroom  due  to  the  heat  and  smoke.  Black,  aged 
32,  deputy  sheriff,  noticed  the  flames,  which  filled  the  front  half  of  the  mobile  home,  and  broke  in 
via  a  rear  door.  On  his  second  try.  Black,  crawling  beneath  the  smoke,  located  Mrs.  Brown  and  took 
her  outside.  She  was  hospitalized  for  extensive  burns;  Black  was  treated  for  smoke  inhalation.  6491 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Randall  J.  Bobus,  who  rescued  Donna  J.  Lewis  from  burning,  Santa  Rosa, 
Calif.,  January  12,  1979.  Miss  Lewis,  aged  19,  lost  control  of  her  automobile,  which  struck  a  tree 
and  caught  fire.  As  flames  spread  over  the  exterior  and  in  the  front  seat  area,  Bobus,  aged  27, 
attorney,  ran  to  the  vehicle’s  open  door  and  made  two  attempts  to  remove  Miss  Lewis.  Kneeling  on 
the  front  seat,  he  succeeded  in  pulling  her  out  shortly  before  the  vehicle  was  completely  engulfed  by 
flames.  Bobus  sustained  minor  burns;  Miss  Lewis  required  hospitalization  for  extensive  burns.  6458 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Robert  Lloyd  Breeze,  who  helped  to  rescue  Robert  C.  Erickson  from 
burning,  Williams,  Minn.,  May  9,  1979.  When  his  tractor-trailer  was  involved  in  an  accident  and 
the  cab  caught  fire,  Erickson,  aged  27,  was  injured  and,  unconscious,  was  pinned  at  the  steering 
wheel.  Breeze,  aged  19,  truckdriver,  and  another  man,  unable  to  pull  Erickson  free,  entered  the 
burning  cab.  With  the  fire  increasing.  Breeze  and  the  other  man  freed  Erickson  and  removed  him 
from  the  cab  shortly  before  it  was  engulfed  by  flames.  Erickson  was  hospitalized  foi  burns  and 
injuries.  6473 

Silver  Medal  awarded  to  L.  Wayne  Brown,  who  rescued  Arthur  A.  Boettcher,  Jr.  from  burning, 
Davenport,  Nebr.,  August  21,  1978.  Boettcher,  aged  32,  and  Brown,  aged  58,  merchant,  were  in  an 
attic,  removing  cork  insulation  when  a  flash  fire  occurred.  Both  men  sustained  burns.  Brown  left 
but,  noting  that  Boettcher  had  not  followed,  reentered  the  burning  attic.  Despite  dense  smoke. 
Brown  found  Boettcher,  who  was  unconscious,  and  dragged  him  to  the  attic’s  only  opening,  from 
which  a  ladder  extended  to  the  ground.  Brown  pulled  Boettcher  out  of  the  attic  and,  with  aid,  took 
him  down  the  ladder.  Both  men  had  suffered  extensive  burns.  Brown  being  permanently 
disabled.  6454 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Andrew  H.  Bryant,  Jr.,  who  attempted  to  save  David  Flowers  from  suf¬ 
focation,  Cocoa,  Fla.,  February  22,  1979.  In  a  sewer  manhole  that  contained  hydrogen  sulfide  and 
methane.  Flowers,  aged  45,  and  three  other  workmen  lost  consciousness  and  collapsed  at  the  bottom 
of  the  manhole.  Bryant,  aged  31,  insurance  sales  manager,  entered  the  manhole  and  tried  to  remove 
Flowers  but  was  affected  by  the  gas  and  climbed  out,  feeling  dizzy.  He  aided  rescue  personnel  when 
they  arrived.  Two  of  the  four  unconscious  men  died;  Flowers  and  the  fourth  recovered,  6461 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Jerry  Dean  Burdette,  who  died  helping  to  save  Jay  E.  Knox  from 
drowning,  Sneads  Ferry,  N.C.,  September  9,  1978.  While  frolicking  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  Jay, 
aged  11,  was  caught  by  a  strong  current  and  carried  seaward.  Burdette,  aged  36,  automotive 
mechanic,  waded  and  swam  to  Jay,  who  then  was  about  200  feet  from  shore.  The  current  prevented 
Burdette  from  towing  Jay  shoreward.  As  directed  by  Burdette,  Jay  then  swam  as  hard  as  he  could 
and  reached  safety.  Burdette  drowned.  6478 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Chester  Arthur  Burdick,  who  helped  to  save  Adelaide  L.  and  Charles  S. 
Berry  from  burning.  North  Adams,  Mass.,  November  16,  1978.  Adelaide,  aged  17,  and  her  brother 
Charles,  aged  18,  were  trapped  in  a  pickup  truck  which  had  flipped  over  onto  its  top  on  the  highway 
and  caught  fire  from  spilled  gasoline.  Burdick,  aged  56,  ran  through  scattered  flames  on  the  pave¬ 
ment  and  tried  both  doors  without  success.  He  then  ran  to  the  truck’s  rear  and  lifted  it  as  Adelaide 
and  Charles,  by  kicking,  forced  open  one  door.  Running  to  that  door  and  standing  among  scattered 
flames,  Burdick  helped  Adelaide  and  Charles  to  get  out  of  the  truck.  All  three  persons  sustained 
minor  burns.  6418 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Sylvester  Burnett,  who  rescued  Benjamin  D.  Steele  from  burning,  Dallas, 
Texas,  November  29,  1978.  When  fire  broke  out  in  the  middle  bedroom  of  a  one-story  frame 
dwelling,  Benjamin,  aged  2,  was  left  in  the  rear  bedroom  when  the  other  occupants  fled.  In  heavy 
smoke,  Burnett,  aged  39,  carpenter,  entered  the  front  bedroom  via  an  outside  door  and,  on  his 
second  try,  reached  the  rear  bedroom.  He  handed  Benjamin  out  a  small  window  and,  with  some  dif¬ 
ficulty  as  conditions  worsened,  made  his  way  back  out  of  the  house,  which  soon  was  totally  afire. 
Benjamin  recovered  from  his  burns.  6430 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Earl  Gene  Castle,  Jr.,  who  helped  to  save  Charles  L.  Breeding  and 
attempted  to  save  William  J.  Arden  from  suffocation,  Dante,  Va.,  April  4,  1978.  In  a  coal  mine  tun¬ 
nel,  Breeding,  aged  28,  was  overcome  by  lack  of  oxygen.  Castle,  aged  19,  shuttle  car  operator,  went 
to  Breeding,  ministered  to  him,  and  then  went  to  the  aid  of  Arden,  aged  25,  who  also  had  lost  con¬ 
sciousness.  Castle  was  overcome.  After  workmen  had  aided  Breeding  and  others  out  of  the  tunnel, 
Castle  revived  and  walked  out  unaided.  Breeding  was  revived,  but  Arden  died.  6437 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Sammy  K.  Christiansen,  who  helped  to  save  David  Bishoff  and  three 
others  from  drowning,  Yellowstone  National  Park,  Wvo.,  July  20,  1978.  David,  aged  16,  and  three 
others  were  thrown  into  deep  water  in  Lake  Shoshone  when  a  severe  windstorm  capsized  their  canoe 
and  created  waves  as  much  as  five  feet  high.  Christiansen,  aged  34,  high-school  teacher,  and  another 
man  lashed  two  canoes  together  side-by-side.  As  the  storm  continued,  the  two  men  launched  the 
double  craft  with  difficulty,  proceeded  to  where  David  and  two  others  were  clinging  to  their  over¬ 
turned  canoe,  and  took  them  to  shore.  On  a  second  trip,  Christiansen  and  the  other  man  located  the 
fourth  person  farther  from  shore  and  returned  him  safely  to  the  beach.  6465 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Timothy  J.  Christophersen,  who  died  attempting  to  save  Mark  O. 
Gilbertson  and  D.  Mark  Kundert  from  suffocation,  Shullsburg,  Wise.,  July  2,  1979.  Gilbertson, 
aged  18,  and  Kundert,  aged  29,  were  overcome  in  a  dry  well  connected  to  a  septic  tank  and  collapsed 
in  sludge  on  the  bottom  about  11  feet  below  ground  level.  Christophersen,  aged  24,  veterinarian, 
entered  the  well  and  attempted  to  aid  the  unconscious  men  but  also  was  overcome.  Rescue  personnel 
removed  the  three  men,  but  all  three  were  pronounced  dead.  6469 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Earl  Wyatt  Clark,  Jr.,  who  saved  Alan  N.  Brunellq  from  drowning, 
Ashaway,  R.I.,  March  9,  1979.  When  his  kayak  capsized  in  the  flood-swollen  Pawcatuck  River, 
Brunelle,  aged  21,  a  non-swimmer,  was  thrown  into  deep  water  where,  unconscious,  he  floated  face 
down  in  the  swift  current.  Clark,  aged  27,  laborer,  entered  the  cold  water  fully  clothed  and,  after 
some  difficulty,  reached  Brunelle.  Although  feeling  effects  of  the  cold,  Clark  then  towed  Brunelle, 
who  revived,  to  safety.  6419 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Johnny  Rav  Clark,  who  saved  Frank  E.  Ingram  from  burning,  Lancaster, 
S.C.,  March  25,  1978.  Ingram,  aged  79,  was  in  a  one-story  frame  dwelling  when  fire  broke  out. 
Clark,  aged  23,  foundry  worker  who  was  wearing  only  undershorts,  entered  the  smoke-filled 
kitchen,  where  there  were  flames  in  one  corner.  He  led  Ingram  out  and  then  left  to  call  firemen;  but 
when  he  returned,  Ingram  was  not  in  sight.  Flames  were  issuing  through  the  kitchen  window.  Clark 
reentered,  crawled  to  where  Ingram  was  crouching  near  flames  in  the  kitchen,  and  again  led  him 
outside.  6432 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Robert  Clyde  Clear,  who  rescued  Milton  G.  Smith  from  electric  shock, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  November  7,  1979.  Smith,  aged  61,  was  working  at  an  electrical  cabinet  when  he 
received  a  charge  that  held  him  in  contact  with  high  voltage  power.  Clear,  aged  55,  journeyman 
electrician,  went  to  Smith's  aid.  After  carefully  encircling  Smith  with  his  arms,  Clear  in  one  motion 
closed  them  and  jerked  Smith  free  of  the  electrical  charge.  Smith  required  hospitalization  but 
recovered.  6420 

Silver  Medal  awarded  to  Brian  Mervyn  Clegg,  who  helped  to  rescue  Sally  C.  Irwin,  Yvonne  Kason, 
and  Gerald  J.  Krushenski  from  exposure,  Kenora,  Ont.,  March  28,  1979.  When  an  airplane  piloted 
by  Krushenski,  aged  30,  broke  through  ice  on  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  he  and  Miss  Kason,  aged  35, 
managed  to  swim  to  the  bank;  but  Mrs.  Irwin,  aged  44,  who  could  not  swim,  clung  to  the  ice  in  deep 
water.  In  very  adverse  flying  conditions,  Clegg,  aged  22,  pilot,  accompanied  by  another  man,  took 
his  helicopter  to  the  scene  and  lowered  the  aircraft  above  Mrs.  Irwin.  From  a  position  on  the  skids, 
the  other  man  secured  a  hold  on  Mrs.  Irwin  but  found  she  was  already  too  stiff  to  be  put  into  the 
helicopter.  He  held  Mrs.  Irwin  on  the  skids  as  Clegg  piloted  the  helicopter  to  a  hospital.  With  no 
improvement  in  flying  conditions,  Clegg  and  the  other  man  returned  to  the  scene,  took  Miss  Kason 
and  Krushenski  aboard,  and  transported  them  to  the  hospital.  6476 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Floyd  E.  Collins,  who  saved  Allison  P.  and  Samuel  A.  Hardage  from 
burning.  Aspen,  Colo.,  August  3,  1978.  Hardage,  aged  39,  and  his  wife,  aged  34,  were  in  their 
private  airplane  and  were  knocked  unconscious  when  it  crashed  and  caught  fire.  Collins,  aged  49, 
water-well  drilling  contractor,  ran  to  the  burning  wreckage,  entered  the  cabin  via  a  window,  and 
with  difficulty  removed  the  wife  and  then  Hardage  from  the  airplane.  Hardage  and  his  wife 
recovered  from  injuries  they  had  sustained;  Collins  was  treated  for  smoke  inhalation  and  minor 
burns.  6479 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Howard  C.  Cowlishaw,  Jr.,  who  rescued  Raul  A.  Ramos,  Jr.  from 
assault,  Orange,  Calif.,  September  19,  1979.  Ramos,  aged  22,  deputy  sheriff,  was  on  duty  in  a 
hospital  ward  for  prisoners  when  one  of  them  attacked  him  with  a  steel  tube.  Cowlishaw,  aged  26, 
physician,  entered  the  room  and  grabbed  the  assailant  but  then  was  struck  in  the  stomach,  sustaining 
damage  to  his  liver  and  spleen.  The  assailant  then  got  Ramos’  revolver.  Cowlishaw  grasped  the  gun 
and  wrestled  the  assailant  to  the  floor.  Other  hospital  personnel  arrived  and  aided  Cowlishaw  in  sub¬ 
duing  the  assailant.  Ramos  and  Cowlishaw  recovered  from  their  injuries  6467 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  William  R.  Deasey,  Jr.,  who  saved  Larry  Belhumeur  from  drowning, 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  July  14,  1979.  Belhumeur,  aged  34,  was  piloting  a  helicopter  that  crashed  into  the 
Schuylkill  River,  broke  up,  and  sank  in  deep  water.  Belhumeur  suffered  a  broken  back  but  escaped 
from  the  aircraft  and  surfaced.  Deasey,  aged  30,  marketing  analyst,  entered  the  river  and, 
swimming  through  fuel-polluted  water  and  around  debris  from  the  helicopter,  reached  Belhumeur. 
With  some  difficulty,  Deasey  moved  Belhumeur  to  a  high  wall  at  the  nearest  bank  and  supported 
him  there.  A  rescue  boat  arrived  and  removed  Belhumeur;  Deasey  climbed  a  ladder  lowered  from 
atop  the  wall.  6480 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Geo.  J.  De  Piazzy,  who  died  assisting  in  an  attempt  to  save  two  persons 
from  drowning.  Center  Moriches,  N.Y.,  May  28,  1977.  A  man  and  his  wife  were  on  their  sailboat, 
which  was  in  danger  of  breaking  up  in  very  rough  water  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean  near  Fire  Island,  an 
area  where  small  craft  warnings  had  been  issued.  De  Piazzy,  aged  48,  assistant  train  director,  and 
another  man  took  a  motorboat  to  the  sailboat  and  attempted  to  take  it  in  tow.  The  motorboat 
capsized;  and  De  Piazzy  and  the  other  man  drowned.  The  sailboat  was  taken  to  shore  by  the  Coast 
Guard.  6450 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Robert  Frank  Derfler.  who  saved  Polly  S.  Cummings  and  helped  to  save 
Michael  P.  Cummings,  Jr.  from  drowning,  Nags  Head,  N.C.,  July  8,  1978.  At  a  beach  on  the  Atlan¬ 
tic  Ocean,  Mrs.  Cummings,  aged  60,  and  her  husband,  aged  61,  were  carried  seaward  by  a  current 
against  which  they  could  make  no  progress.  Derfler,  aged  31,  investigator,  swam  to  Mrs.  Cummings 
with  an  inflated  raft,  by  means  of  which  he  took  her  to  safety.  He  then  went  to  Cummings,  who  was 
still  drifting.  Derfler  was  too  tired  to  return  Cummings  to  shore.  They  drifted  on  the  raft  until  picked 
up  by  the  Coast  Guard.  M21 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Thomas  L.  Edgell,  who  saved  Richard  D.  Gooding  from  possible  suffoca¬ 
tion,  East  Liverpool,  Ohio,  December  27,  1978.  Fire  from  the  house  next  door  spread  to  the  dwelling 
in  which  Richard,  aged  4,  was  asleep  in  an  upstairs  bedroom.  Richard’s  parents,  leaving  with 
another  child,  met  Edged,  aged  32,  police  patrolman,  on  the  stairway,  to  which  point  he  and 
another  patrolman  had  gone  to  alert  the  occupants  of  the  house.  Learning  that  Richard  was  still 
upstairs.  Edged,  followed  by  the  mother,  crawled  through  dense  smoke  to  the  bedroom,  where 
flames  had  by  then  burned  through  one  wad.  Edged  found  Richard  and,  carrying  him,  followed  the 
mother  safely  to  the  outside.  6433 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Arthur  S.  Fantroy,  who  rescued  Dennis  R.  Gravelie  from  an  ice  floe, 
Ashtabula,  Ohio,  January  20,  1979.  Gravelie,  aged  29,  was  forced  to  crash-land  his  airplane  on  a 
large  ice  floe  in  Lake  Erie.  Fantroy,  aged  32,  helicopter  pilot,  took  his  helicopter  to  the  area  despite 
adverse  weather  conditions  and,  with  some  difficulty,  located  Gravelie.  Fantroy  lowered  the 
helicopter  to  the  ice  and  took  Gravelie  aboard.  The  helicopter  accumulated  considerable  ice  on  the 
return  trip  to  shore.  6422 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  David  Flowers,  who  attempted  to  save  Willie  Funchess  from  suffocation. 
Cocoa,  Fla.,  February  22,  1979.  While  on  a  ladder  in  a  sewer  manhole  containing  hydrogen  sulfide 
and  methane,  Funchess,  aged  21,  lost  consciousness  and  fell  to  the  bottom  of  the  manhole.  Flowers, 
aged  45,  laborer,  entered  the  manhole  and  tried  to  remove  Funchess  but  also  lost  consciousness,  as 
did  two  other  workmen.  Another  man  gave  assistance,  and  rescue  personnel  removed  the  four 
unconscious  men.  Funchess  and  another  man  were  dead;  a  third  man  was  revived;  Flowers  required 
hospitalization.  6460 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Robert  Francis  Fox,  Sr.,  who  died  helping  to  save  Terry  E.  Sexton  from 
drowning.  Rock  Point,  Md.,  July  24,  1978.  While  swimming  in  the  Wicomico  River,  Terry,  aged  11, 
got  into  deep  water  and,  unable  to  make  progress  toward  the  bank  because  of  the  current,  called  for 
help.  Fox,  aged  47,  teletype  machine  inspector,  was  fishing  from  wadable  water  nearby.  He  swam 
to  Terry,  gave  him  a  push,  and  then  sank.  A  boat  arrived  and  rescued  Terry.  Fox  drowned.  6423 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  John  Luke  Gallup,  who  saved  Geoffrey  B.  Marchant  from  drowning, 
Salisbury,  Conn.,  February  6,  1980.  Gallup,  aged  18,  high-school  student,  was  skating  on  ice- 
covered  Lake  Wononskopomuc  when  he  saw  Marchant,  aged  29,  in  a  hole  in  the  ice.  On  his 
stomach,  Gallup  crawled  to  Marchant  and  grasped  him  by  the  hands.  Getting  to  his  feet,  Gallup 
then  pulled  Marchant  out  of  the  water  and  to  some  distance  from  the  hole.  Another  student  arrived 
and  aided  Gallup  in  taking  Marchant  to  the  bank.  6498 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Darrel  L.  Gibbons,  who  helped  to  save  David  Bishoff  and  three  others 
from  drowning,  Yellowstone  National  Park,  Wyo.,  July  20,  1978.  David,  aged  16,  and  three  others 
were  thrown  into  deep  water  in  Lake  Shoshone  when  a  severe  windstorm  capsized  their  canoe  and 
created  waves  as  much  as  five  feet  high.  Gibbons,  aged  34,  high-school  teachet,  and  another  man 
lashed  two  canoes  together  side-by-side.  As  the  storm  continued,  the  two  men  launched  the  double 
craft  with  difficulty,  proceeded  to  where  David  and  two  others  were  clinging  to  their  overturned 
canoe,  and  took  them  to  shore.  On  a  second  trip.  Gibbons  and  the  other  man  located  the  fourth  per¬ 
son  farther  from  shore  and  returned  him  safely  to  the  beach.  6466 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Mary  E.  Gosnell,  who  died  attempting  to  save  Pamela  B.  Davis  from 
drowning,  Portersville,  Pa.,  August  16,  1980.  Pamela,  aged  8,  fell  into  Slippery  Rock  Creek,  where 
the  swift  current  carried  her  downstream.  Mrs.  Gosnell,  aged  37,  bookkeeper,  jumped  in  and  also 
was  caught  bv  the  current.  Both  were  swept  downstream  amid  exposed  and  submerged  boulders. 
Pamela  was  carried  to  the  gate  of  a  dam,  from  where  she  was  aided  in  getting  out  of  the  water.  Mrs. 
Gosnell,  carried  over  the  dam,  drowned.  6481 


Silver  Medal  awarded  to  Robert  Stephen  Grant,  who  helped  to  rescue  Sally  C.  Irwin,  Yvonne 
Kason,  and  Gerald  J.  Krushenski  from  exposure,  Kenora,  Ont.,  March  28,  1979.  When  an  airplane 
piloted  by  Krushenski,  aged  30,  broke  through  the  ice  on  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  he  and  Miss  Kason, 
aged  35,  managed  to  swim  to  the  bank;  but  Mrs.  Irwin,  aged  44,  who  could  not  swim,  clung  to  the 
ice  in  deep  water.  In  very  adverse  flying  conditions,  Grant,  aged  36,  pilot,  arrived  in  a  helicopter 
piloted  by  another  man,  who  lowered  the  aircraft  above  Mrs.  Irwin.  From  a  position  on  one  of  the 
skids.  Grant  secured  a  hold  on  Mrs.  Irwin  but  found  she  was  already  too  stiff  to  be  put  into  the 
helicopter.  Grant  held  Mrs.  Irwin  on  the  skid  as  the  other  man  piloted  the  helicopter  to  a  hospital. 
With  no  improvement  in  flying  conditions,  Grant  and  the  other  man  returned  to  the  scene,  took  Miss 
Kason  and  Krushenski  aboard,  and  transported  them  to  the  hospital.  6475 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Timmy  A.  Gray,  who  attempted  to  save  J.  Robert  Owen  III  from  drown¬ 
ing,  Navarre,  Fla. ,  April  14,  1978.  Robert,  aged  6,  was  floating  on  a  small  raft  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
and  drifted  away  from  shore.  He  jumped  into  the  water  but  then  was  carried  seaward  by  the  cur¬ 
rent.  Gray,  aged  30,  maintenance  worker,  entered  the  water  fully  clothed  and  swam  to  Robert,  who 
then  was  200  feet  from  shore  and  unconscious.  Nearly  exhausted.  Gray  floundered.  Two  men,  one  of 
them  with  the  raft,  arrived  and  took  Gray  and  Robert  to  shore,  where  Robert  was  revived.  6448 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Mark  A.  Hackworth,  who  rescued  Mary  Klinke  from  burning.  Alton,  Ill., 
November  4,  1979.  Mrs.  Klinke,  a  65-year-old  invalid,  was  alone  in  her  third-floor  apartment  when 
fire  broke  out.  Hackworth,  aged  32,  retail  manager  for  a  chain  of  food  stores,  was  attracted  by  the 
smoke  and  crawled  into  the  apartment  through  the  door  of  its  porch.  Despite  very  dense  smoke, 
Hackworth  found  Mrs.  Klinke.  After  patting  out  flames  on  her  clothing,  Hackworth  dragged  Mrs. 
Klinke  to  the  porch,  from  where  she  was  removed  to  a  hospital.  She  succumbed  to  burns  she  had 
sustained.  6456 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Earl  Francis  Higgins,  who  attempted  to  save  James  G.  Ventrillo  from 
drowning,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  February  17,  1980.  James,  aged  10,  fell  into  the  flood-swollen  Los 
Angeles  River,  where  the  very  swift  current  carried  him  dowmstream.  Higgins,  aged  29,  freelance 
writer,  reached  toward  James  from  the  bank  and  then  stepped  into  the  debris-filled  water,  where  he 
also  was  swept  away  by  the  current.  Some  distance  downstream,  James  got  out  safely.  Higgins  disap¬ 
peared  and  is  presumed  dead.  6482 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Luther  Grey  Hinkle,  who  saved  Adam  K.  Martin  and  Timothv  C.  Egolf 
from  a  possible  explosion,  Fayetteville,  Pa.,  March  27,  1980.  Adam,  aged  5,  and  Egolf,  aged  18, 
were  injured  when  a  helicopter  in  which  they  were  riding  crashed,  spilling  fuel  from  its  tank. 
Hinkle,  aged  48,  veterinarian,  ran  to  the  wreckage  and  knelt  on  the  fuel-soaked  ground.  A  fallen 
power  line  nearby  was  arcing.  Leaning  into  the  wreckage,  Hinkle  removed  Adam  and  carried  him  a 
safe  distance  away.  Returning  to  the  helicopter,  Hinkle  aided  Egolf  in  getting  out  and  moving  away 
from  the  aircraft,  which  arriving  fireman  covered  with  foam  as  a  precaution.  Adam  and  Egolf 
recovered  from  their  injuries.  6492 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Stephen  Asburv  Huggins,  who  saved  Laura  A.  Tolle  and  George  Young 
from  burning,  Bluffton,  S.C.,  February  6,  1979.  Laura,  aged  18,  and  George,  aged  2,  were  in  the 
back  seat  of  an  automobile  that  had  been  involved  in  a  collision  and  in  which  the  engine  was  afire. 
Huggins,  aged  53,  contractor,  reached  through  a  broken  window  and  removed  Laura.  Unable  to  see 
George  because  of  the  smoke,  Huggins  crawled  through  the  window  into  the  rear  compartment.  He 
located  George,  handed  him  through  the  window  to  another  man,  and  then  climbed  out.  None  of 
the  three  persons  was  burned.  6434 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Willis  Danis  Ison,  who  died  attempting  to  save  men  from  suffocation  in  a 
coal  mine,  Dante,  Va.,  April  4,  1978.  In  a  coal  mine  tunnel,  six  men  were  overcome  by  lack  of 
oxygen.  Ison,  aged  45,  Mine  Safety  and  Health  Administration  subdistrict  manager,  entered  the  tun¬ 
nel  to  give  aid  but,  before  he  could  do  so,  was  overcome.  Three  of  the  men  survived;  but  Ison  and  the 
others  died.  6441 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Timothy  Jenkins,  who  saved  Attie  M.  Dickerson  and  died  attempting  to 
save  Charlie  Dickerson  from  drowning.  New  Orleans,  La.,  June  10,  1979.  While  wading  in  Lake 
Ponchartrain  with  her  son,  Charlie,  aged  3,  on  her  shoulders,  Mrs.  Dickerson,  aged  31,  lost  her 
footing.  Charlie  fell  into  the  water  and  went  under  while  his  mother  struggled  to  remain  afloat. 


Jenkins,  aged  23,  warehouse  laborer,  entered  the  water  and  aided  Mrs.  Dickerson  to  safety.  He  then 
dived  back  into  the  water  but  did  not  return  to  the  surface.  The  bodies  of  Charlie  and  Jenkins  were 
later  recovered.  6424 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Gary  Richard  Knaggs,  Sr.,  who  died  assisting  in  an  attempt  to  save  two 
persons  from  drowning,  Center  Moriches,  N.Y.,  May  28,  1977.  A  man  and  his  wife  were  on  their 
sailboat,  which  was  in  danger  of  breaking  up  in  very  rough  water  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean  near  Fire 
Island,  an  area  where  small  craft  warnings  had  been  issued.  Knaggs,  aged  32,  carpenter,  and 
another  man  took  a  motorboat  to  the  sailboat  and  attempted  to  take  it  in  tow.  The  motorboat  cap¬ 
sized;  and  Knaggs  and  the  other  man  drowned.  The  sailboat  was  taken  to  shore  by  the  Coast  Guard. 

6449 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  D.  Mark  Kundert,  who  died  attempting  to  save  Mark  O.  Gilbertson  from 
suffocation,  Shullsburg,  Wise.,  July  2,  1979.  Gilbertson,  aged  18,  was  overcome  in  a  dry  well  con¬ 
nected  to  a  septic  tank  and  collapsed  in  sludge  on  the  bottom  about  11  feet  below  ground  level. 
Kundert,  aged  29,  maintenance  engineer,  entered  the  well  and  attempted  to  aid  Gilbertson  but  also 
was  overcome.  When  removed  from  the  well  by  rescue  personnel,  both  Kundert  and  Gilbertson 
were  pronounced  dead.  6468 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Richard  Bruce  Lance,  who  died  attempting  to  rescue  Richard  A.  Petronv 
from  burning,  Elk  Lake,  Ont.,  January  19,  1979.  Petrony,  aged  20,  was  asleep  in  a  wooden  cabin 
when  fire  broke  out.  Flames  had  filled  the  interior  before  Lance,  aged  18,  laborer,  and  others  out¬ 
side  noticed.  Ignoring  the  warnings  of  the  others,  Lance  ran  to  the  cabin  door,  kicked  it  open,  and 
crawled  inside.  The  cabin  was  totally  burned,  and  the  bodies  of  Petrony  and  Lance  were  found  in 
the  ashes.  6483 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Paul  Rene  Legaspi,  who  rescued  Mary'  T.  Boitano  from  a  burning 
automobile,  Santa  Rosa,  Calif.,  January  12,  1979.  The  automobile  in  which  Mary,  aged  16,  was 
riding  struck  a  tree  and  caught  fire.  As  flames  spread  over  the  exterior  and  in  the  front-seat  area, 
Legaspi,  aged  25,  college  student,  ran  to  the  vehicle  and  opened  the  door  part  way.  He  reached  into 
the  buring  automobile,  grasped  Mary,  and  pulled  her  out  shortly  before  the  vehicle  was  completely 
engulfed  by  flames.  6457 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Ronald  Melvin  Long,  who  rescued  Alfred  V.  Jackson  from  burning, 
Washington,  D.C.,  June  6,  1979.  Jackson,  aged  34,  was  in  a  police  helicopter  when  it  crashed  and 
burst  into  flames  that  quickly  engulfed  the  wreckage.  Long,  aged  31,  truckdriver,  ran  to  the 
helicopter,  where  only  Jackson's  head  was  visible  amid  the  burning  debris.  By  making  several 
attempts,  sustaining  minor  burns.  Long  pulled  the  unconscious  Jackson  out  of  the  wreckage. 
Jackson’s  burns  proved  fatal.  6451 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Wilford  William  Lyons,  who  died  attempting  to  save  Willie  Funchess 
from  suffocation.  Cocoa,  Fla.,  February  22,  1979.  While  on  a  ladder  in  a  sewer  manhole  containing 
hydrogen  sulfide  and  methane,  Funchess,  aged  21,  lost  consciousness  and  fell  to  the  bottom  of  the 
manhole.  Lyons,  aged  27,  laborer,  entered  the  manhole  and  tried  to  remove  Funchess  but  also  lost 
consciousness,  as  did  two  other  workmen.  Another  man  gave  assistance,  and  rescue  personnel  who 
had  arrived  removed  the  four  unconscious  men.  Two  recovered,  but  Lyons  and  Funchess  died. 

6459 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Dave  William  Maiorana,  who  helped  in  an  attempt  to  save  Patricia  A. 
Piccardo  from  drowning,  Duck,  N.C.,  August  24,  1980.  While  swimming  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean, 
Miss  Piccardo,  aged  23,  found  herself  unable  to  swim  shoreward  due  to  strong  currents  in  the  area. 
Maiorana,  aged  29,  merchant,  and  another  man  swam  to  Miss  Piccardo;  and  all  three  then  tried 
without  success  to  swim  to  shore.  Miss  Piccardo  reached  a  sandbar  from  which  she  then  got  to  shore, 
which  the  other  man  eventually  reached  with  the  help  of  waves  in  the  area.  Maiorana  was  carried 
seaward  and  is  presumed  dead.  6487 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  James  P.  Mallette,  who  died  as  the  result  of  attempting  to  save  Daniel  L. 
Kline  from  suffocation,  Shelby,  Mont.,  September  27,  1979.  Kline,  aged  30,  was  overcome  while 
working  in  a  sewer  manhole  and  collapsed  on  a  shelf  near  the  bottom.  Mallette,  aged  27,  electrician, 
entered  the  manhole  to  aid  Kline  but  also  lost  consciousness.  Firemen,  using  rescue  equipment, 


removed  the  two  men.  Kline  recovered,  but  Mallette  never  regained  consciousness  and  died  three 
days  later.  6470 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Timothy  Lee  Manley,  who  rescued  Ralph  W.  Bloomdahl  from  a  burning 
truck,  Frankfort,  Kans.,  November  2,  1978.  Bloomdahl,  aged  61,  and  Manley,  aged  20,  truckdriver 
helper,  were  in  a  truck  when,  due  to  a  blowout,  it  struck  a  culvert.  Fire  broke  out  at  the  front  and 
spread  into  the  cab.  Manley,  injured  and  afire,  got  out  via  the  rear  window.  After  putting  out  the 
flames  on  his  clothing,  he  went  to  the  door  of  the  truck,  which  was  jammed.  As  flames  spread, 
Manley  extended  his  upper  torso  through  the  window  opening,  grabbed  the  injured  and  unconscious 
Bloomdahl,  and  pulled  him  out.  Both  men  recovered  from  injuries  and  burns  thev  had  sustained. 

6462 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Emilio  Marchionne,  who  saved  Romano  Ferrer  from  drowning,  Chelsea, 
Mass.,  June  7,  1978.  Ferrer,  aged  25,  was  in  deep  water  in  Chelsea  Creek  when  he  got  into  trouble 
and  began  thrashing  wildly.  Although  still  recovering  from  knee  surgery,  Marchionne,  aged  60, 
entered  the  water,  swam  to  Ferrer,  and  took  hold  of  him.  Ferrer’s  struggles  caused  Marchionne  to  be 
submerged  briefly  twice.  Ferrer  then  lost  consciousness;  and  Marchionne  towed  him  to  the  bank, 
where  he  revived.  6425 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Myma  Fe  Mariscal,  who  saved  David  N.  McDowell  and  three  other 
children  from  burning,  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  March  21,  1979.  Fire  broke  out  on  the  first  floor  of  a  dwell¬ 
ing,  and  flames  soon  covered  the  rear  wall.  Mrs.  Mariscal,  aged  25,  housewife,  was  passing  and 
noticed  smoke  at  the  dwelling.  She  opened  the  front  door  and  saw  David,  aged  12,  standing  in  a 
dazed  condition  in  the  hall  near  flames  that  blocked  the  top  of  the  basement  stairway.  Mrs. 
Mariscal,  who  was  asthmatic,  ran  beneath  accumulating  smoke  and  reached  David.  She  then  saw’ 
three  other  children  on  the  basement  stairs.  As  the  flames  increased,  Mrs.  Mariscal  helped  the 
children  to  climb  through  a  break  in  the  stairway  railing.  All  then  left  via  the  front  door.  6452 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Paul  G.  McCullough,  who  saved  John  D.  Hartman  from  burning, 
Madisonville,  Ky.,  August  2,  1979.  When  his  tractor-trailer  was  involved  in  a  highway  accident  at 
night  and  caught  fire,  Hartman,  aged  49,  sustained  injuries  and  was  pinned  inside  the  cab. 
McCullough,  aged  40,  truckdriver,  ran  to  the  rig,  broke  a  window,  and  reached  into  the  cab,  on 
which  flames  were  increasing.  McCullough  freed  Hartman  and  pulled  him  through  the  window' 
before  the  spreading  flames  engulfed  the  rig.  6471 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Janet  Helen  McGowan,  who  helped  to  save  Catherine  and  Thomas  Koc 
from  suffocation,  Kearny,  N.J.,  December  8,  1979.  When  fire  broke  out  in  the  second-floor  apart¬ 
ment  of  a  three-story  building,  the  woman  occupant  alerted  Janet,  aged  14,  high-school  student,  and 
her  family  on  the  first  floor.  While  her  mother  led  the  younger  children  out  of  the  building,  Janet  ran 
to  warn  the  Kocs,  Catherine,  aged  29,  and  Thomas,  aged  25,  on  the  third  floor.  As  Janet  passed  the 
second-floor  apartment,  a  window  blew  out  and  flames  issued  into  the  hall.  Janet  reached  the  third 
floor  and  alerted  the  Kocs;  but  they  found  the  hall  then  filled  with  dense  smoke  that  rapidly  filled  the 
apartment  as  well.  All  three  persons  went  to  the  kitchen  window  and,  when  firemen 
arrived,  were  aided  down  a  ladder  to  safety.  6493 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Bryant  Joseph  Moravek,  who  rescued  Henry  Muraski  from  burning, 
Beaumont,  Pa.,  May  19,  1979.  Muraski,  aged  56,  was  unconscious  inside  a  burning  van  that  had 
overturned  onto  its  side  in  a  ditch.  Moravek,  aged  21,  college  student,  climbed  onto  the  van  and 
lowered  himself  through  the  cargo  door.  He  freed  Muraski  and  climbed  out  but  was  unable  to  lift 
Muraski  through  the  doorway.  Moravek  moved  into  the  ditch  as  conditions  worsened.  With  his  back 
he  raised  the  van;  and  Muraski’s  legs  dropped  through  a  window  opening.  Moravek  pulled  Muraski 
out  by  his  legs.  Muraski  recovered.  6427 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Barbara  E.  Motta,  who  saved  Peter  Flatten  from  drowning,  Waldwick, 
N.J.,  January  10,  1980.  Peter,  aged  8,  was  seen  in  a  hole  in  ice  on  a  brook;  and  Mrs.  Motta,  aged  37, 
was  notified  of  the  situation.  She  went  out  on  the  ice  and  extended  a  mop  to  Peter,  who  began  sink¬ 
ing.  Mrs.  Motta  jumped  into  the  water  and  lifted  Peter,  who  was  unconscious,  onto  the  ice.  Others 
aided  Mrs.  Motta  out  of  the  water  and  assisted  in  taking  Peter  to  the  bank.  He  was  revived.  6453 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Strickler  Mullins,  who  helped  to  save  Charles  L.  Breeding  from  suffoca¬ 
tion,  Dante,  Va.,  April  4,  1978.  In  a  coal  mine  tunnel,  Breeding,  aged  28,  was  overcome  by  lack  of 
oxygen.  Mullins,  aged  60,  mine  superintendent,  took  Breeding  part  way  to  the  tunnel  entrance  and 
then  ran  outside  for  help.  With  other  workmen,  Mullins  helped  in  taking  Breeding  nearer  the 
entrance.  Feeling  dizzy,  Mullins  left  briefly  and  then  assisted  in  taking  Breeding  out  while  others 
aided  more  workmen  who  had  been  overcome.  Breeding  was  revived.  6436 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Jackie  Nowlin,  who  helped  to  save  Charles  L.  Breeding  from  suffocation, 
Dante,  Va.,  April  4,  1978.  In  a  coal  mine  tunnel.  Breeding,  aged  28,  was  overcome  by  lack  of 
oxygen.  Nowlin,  aged  23,  machine  operator  helper,  went  to  Breeding  and,  with  another  man, 
moved  him  toward  the  tunnel  entrance.  Nowlin  then  lost  consciousness.  He  and  Breeding  were 
removed  from  the  tunnel  by  other  workmen.  Both  Nowlin  and  Breeding  were  revived.  6439 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Gary  Allan  Olson,  who  helped  to  rescue  Robert  C.  Erickson  from  burn¬ 
ing,  Williams,  Minn.,  May  9,  1979.  When  his  tractor-trailer  was  involved  in  an  accident  and  the  cab 
caught  fire,  Erickson,  aged  27,  was  injured  and,  unconscious,  was  pinned  at  the  steering  wheel. 
Olson,  aged  27,  truekdriver,  and  another  man,  unable  to  pull  Erickson  free,  entered  the  burning 
cab.  With  the  fire  increasing  Olson  and  the  other  man  freed  Erickson  and  removed  him  from  the  cab 
shortly  before  it  was  engulfed  by  flames.  Olson's  burns  were  minor  but  Erickson  required 
hospitalization.  6472 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Davis  Alexander  Palmer,  who  saved  Myrtle  B.  and  Evelyn  M.  Ritchey 
from  drowning,  Bradys  Bend,  Pa.,  August  14,  1980.  During  a  severe  thunderstorm  at  night,  Myrtle, 
aged  71,  and  Evelyn,  aged  45,  were  trapped  atop  their  sedan  in  rising  floodwater  from  Sugar  Creek. 
Hearing  calls  for  help,  Palmer,  aged  63,  utility  man,  waded  into  neck-high  water  near  the  sedan 
with  a  rope  attached  to  a  life  jacket  and  an  innertube,  which  he  threw  to  the  women.  Myrtle  put  on 
the  rescue  aids  but  was  swept  off  the  sedan.  Palmer,  who  was  holding  the  rope,  moved  along  it  to 
Myrtle  and  then  grasped  a  nearby  tree.  Moving  from  tree  to  tree,  he  took  Myrtle  out  of  the  flood- 
water.  Palmer  then  w'aded  back  to  near  the  sedan,  threw  the  aids  to  Evelyn,  and  pulled  her  to  him. 
They  waded  to  safety.  6484 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Robert  John  Pilger,  who  attempted  to  rescue  Henry  Muraski  and  David 
L.  Loberg  from  burning,  Beaumont,  Pa.,  May  19,  1979.  Muraski,  aged  56,  and  Loberg,  aged  35, 
were  unconscious  inside  a  burning  van  that  had  overturned  onto  its  side  in  a  ditch.  Pilger,  aged  22, 
bindery  apprentice,  crawled  into  the  limited  space  under  the  van  and  tried  to  remove  Muraski. 
Another  man  joined  Pilger  at  the  van.  While  that  man  was  removing  Muraski,  Pilger  went  to  the 
front  of  the  van,  where  Loberg  was  afire  and  was  pinned  by  the  steering  wheel.  Pilger  tried  in  vain 
to  free  Loberg  but  was  forced  to  retreat  because  of  worsening  conditions.  Loberg  died  in  the  flames. 

6426 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Bill  J.  Saak,  who  helped  to  save  Robin  R.  Pierce  from  burning,  Nichols 
Hills,  Okla.,  October  20,  1978.  Miss  Pierce,  aged  22,  was  injured  in  a  highway  accident  and  was 
trapped  in  her  automobile  with  the  engine  afire.  Saak,  aged  51,  hospital  chaplain,  went  to  her  aid 
despite  a  coronary  condition.  Unable  to  reach  Miss  Pierce  through  the  window,  Saak  climbed  onto 
the  top  of  the  automobile,  removed  its  sun  roof,  and  entered  the  vehicle.  After  Saak  had  freed  Miss 
Pierce  with  difficulty,  two  men  reached  in  through  the  window  and  aided  in  removing  her.  Saak 
climbed  part  way  out  through  the  sun  roof  and  then  collapsed.  Others  removed  him.  Miss  Pierce  was 
hospitalized  for  injuries,  Saak  for  coronary  observation.  Both  recovered.  6443 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Geoffrey  Alan  Sharp,  who  helped  to  save  Rodney  H.  Webb,  Jr.  from 
drowning,  Salisbury,  Conn.,  February  6,  1980.  Webb,  aged  24,  broke  through  ice  on  Lake  Wonon- 
skopomuc  and,  unable  to  climb  out  because  the  ice  kept  breaking  off,  clung  to  the  edge  of  the  hole. 
Sharp,  aged  18,  high-school  student,  and  another  student  crawled  to  Webb.  Sharp  held  the  feet  of 
the  other  student  as  he  grasped  Webb's  hands  and  pulled  him  onto  the  ice,  from  where  they  aided 
him  to  safety.  6497 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Richard  L.  Shelby,  who  died  attempting  to  save  men  from  suffocation  in  a 
coal  mine,  Dante,  Va.,  April  4,  1978.  In  a  coal  mine  tunnel,  six  men  were  overcome  by  lack  of 
oxygen.  Shelby,  aged  56,  mining  equipment  service  representative,  entered  the  tunnel  to  give  aid 
but,  before  reaching  any  of  the  men,  was  overcome.  Three  of  the  men  survived;  but  Shelby  and  the 
others  died.  6440 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Robert  A.  Story,  who  saved  Dennis  R.  Riddell  from  suffocation, 
Canastota,  N.Y.,  November  17,  1979.  Dennis,  aged  2,  was  overcome  by  smoke  after  being  left 
behind  in  a  second-floor  apartment  when  fire  there  forced  his  mother  and  brother  to  flee.  Story, 
aged  39,  state  trooper,  positioned  his  automobile  under  a  window  indicated  by  the  mother  and 
climbed  into  the  apartment.  With  flames  spreading  in  the  adjoining  room.  Story  had  difficulty 
finding  Dennis  in  the  dense  smoke  that  filled  the  apartment.  When  he  located  the  unconscious  bos'. 
Story  took  him  to  the  window  and  revived  him  before  emerging.  Dennis  recovered  fully  after 
hospitalization.  6494 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Gordon  Douglas  Teeft,  who  saved  Heather  Day  and  two  others  from 
drowning,  Porters  Lake,  N.S.,  January  10,  1979.  Heather,  her  baby  daughter,  and  the  baby’s  grand¬ 
mother  were  in  a  truck  that  plunged  into  Lake  Echo  and  began  sinking  in  deep  water.  Teeft,  aged 
24,  oil  burner  mechanic,  entered  the  icy  water  to  give  aid.  After  assisting  Heather  and  her  daughter 
to  shore,  Teeft  swam  to  the  grandmother  at  the  sinking  truck,  which  went  under  completely.  Teeft 
aided  the  grandmother  to  safety.  6444 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Sandy  S.  Termotto,  who  rescued  Albert  L.  Tolle  from  burning.  Bluffton. 
S.C.,  February  6,  1979.  Tolle,  aged  20,  was  unconscious  and  pinned  in  the  front  seat  of  an 
automobile  that  had  been  involved  in  a  collision  and  in  which  the  engine  was  afire,  the  flames 
spreading  into  the  front  compartment.  Termotto,  aged  34,  dentist,  forced  open  the  passenger  door, 
knelt  on  the  floor,  and  managed  to  free  Tolle.  He  then  pulled  Tolle  out  of  the  automobile,  which  a 
short  time  later  was  engulfed  by  flames.  Tolle  recovered  from  burns  he  had  sustained.  6435 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Denis  V.  Tesselaar,  who  helped  to  save  Robert  Evans  from  drowning. 
Forest,  Ont.,  July  30,  1978.  When  Robert,  aged  12,  became  caught  in  an  undertow  while  swimming 
in  Lake  Huron,  he  called  for  help.  Denis,  aged  12,  schoolboy,  followed  his  brother  in  swimming  to 
the  aid  of  Robert,  who  struggled  and  caused  each  of  the  brothers  to  be  submerged  briefly  several 
times.  Together,  Denis  and  his  brother  then  towed  Robert  to  wadable  water.  6446 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Patrick  W.  Tesselaar,  who  helped  to  save  Robert  Evans  from  drowning. 
Forest,  Ont.,  July  30,  1978.  When  Robert,  aged  12,  became  caught  in  an  undertow  while  swimming 
in  Lake  Huron,  he  called  for  help.  Patrick,  aged  14,  schoolboy,  swam  to  Robert,  who  struggled  and 
caused  Patrick  to  be  submerged  briefly  several  times.  Patrick’s  brother  swam  to  them  and  also  was 
forced  under  briefly.  Together,  Patrick  and  his  brother  then  towed  Robert  to  wadable  water.  6445 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  David  Lloyd  Tyndall,  who  rescued  Gilbert  C.  Rincon,  Jr.  and  three 
others  from  burning,  West  Covina,  Calif.,  November  10,  1979.  Rincon,  aged  42,  and  three  other 
persons  were  in  a  four-door  sedan  when  it  crashed  into  a  concrete  highway  divider  and  caught  fire. 
Flames  were  extensive  when  Tyndall,  aged  33,  building  inspector,  reached  the  scene.  Conditions 
worsened  and  explosions  occurred  in  the  engine  compartment  as  Tyndall  removed  Rincon  and  then 
each  of  the  other  occupants.  In  his  rescue  efforts,  Tyndall  fully  entered  the  burning  sedan.  Rincon 
and  the  others  were  hospitalized  for  their  injuries  and  burns.  Tyndall  required  treatment  for  burns 
he  sustained.  6485 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Craig  Michael  Vecchiola,  who  helped  in  an  attempt  to  save  Patricia  A. 
Piccardo  from  drowning.  Duck,  N.C.,  August  24,  1980.  While  swimming  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean, 
Miss  Piccardo,  aged  23,  found  herself  unable  to  swim  shoreward  due  to  strong  currents  in  the  area. 
Vecchiola,  aged  29,  loan  officer,  and  another  man  swam  to  Miss  Piccardo;  and  all  three  then  tried 
without  success  to  swim  to  shore.  Miss  Piccardo  reached  a  sandbar  from  which  she  then  got  to  shore, 
which  Vecchiola  eventually  reached  with  the  help  of  waves  in  the  area.  The  other  man  was  carried 
seaward  and  disappeared.  6486 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Rodney  H.  Webb,  Jr.,  who  attempted  to  save  Geoffrey  B.  Marchant  from 
drowning,  Salisbury,  Conn.,  February  6,  1980.  Webb,  aged  24,  truckdriver,  was  walking  on  ice- 
covered  Lake  Wononskopomuc  when  he  saw  Marchant,  aged  29,  in  a  hole  in  the  ice.  Webb  started 
toward  Marchant  but  before  reaching  him  broke  through  into  deep  water.  Finable  to  climb  onto  the 
ice,  which  kept  breaking  off,  Webb  clung  to  the  edge  of  the  hole  until  some  high-school  students 
rescued  him  and  Marchant.  6495 


Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Edward  David  Wilhelm,  who  died  attempting  to  save  Teresa  Espinoza 
from  drowning.  Mesa,  Ariz.,  June  20,  1979.  Teresa,  aged  17,  was  riding  through  rapids  in  the  Salt 
River  on  an  inner  tube  that  capsized.  Among  four  other  inner  tubes  that  also  capsized  was  one  on 
which  Edward,  aged  16,  high-school  student,  was  riding.  He  swam  to  Teresa,  and  a  lot  of  splashing 
ensued.  When  the  splashing  stopped,  neither  Teresa  nor  Edward  could  be  seen.  Their  bodies  later 
were  recovered .  6463 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Ernest  Williams,  who  saved  Federico  Ortega  and  three  others  from  an 
impending  explosion,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  January  9,  1979.  An  automobile  driven  by  Ortega,  aged 
21,  crashed  into  a  house,  breaking  off  a  gas  meter  box  near  the  dwelling’s  front  door.  As  fire  broke 
out  under  the  vehicle,  Williams,  aged  48,  ran  to  it  and  removed  two  young  girls  from  the  back  seat. 
With  the  fire  increasing,  Williams  then  pulled  Ortega  out.  Flames  were  spreading  over  the 
automobile  when  the  man  who  occupied  the  house  appeared  at  its  door.  Williams  ran  to  the  man 
and  was  leading  him  away  when  an  explosion  occurred,  setting  fire  to  the  house  and  throwing  both 
men  to  the  ground.  Williams  sustained  minor  burns,  but  the  man  required  hospitalization.  6474 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Windell  W.  Winterbottom,  who  died  attempting  to  save  Edward  L. 
Belfatto  from  drowning.  Grants  Pass,  Ore.,  May  17,  1979.  Belfatto,  aged  23,  attempted  to  swim 
across  the  Rogue  River  but  called  for  help  after  swimming  100  feet.  Winterbottom,  aged  38,  laborer, 
entered  the  water  and  swam  to  Belfatto,  who  struggled  with  him.  The  two  men  were  submerged 
intermittently  as  the  current  moved  them  downstream.  They  were  carried  into  a  deep  hole,  where 
both  went  under  and  drowned.  6464 

Bronze  Medal  awarded  to  Michael  Jom  Winther,  who  helped  to  save  Rodney  H.  Webb,  Jr.  from 
drowning,  Salisbury,  Conn.,  February  6,  1980.  Webb,  aged  24,  broke  through  ice  on  Lake  Wonon- 
skopomuc  and,  unable  to  climb  out  because  the  ice  kept  breaking  off,  clung  to  the  edge  of  the  hole. 
Winther,  aged  17,  high-school  student,  and  another  student  crawled  to  Webb.  With  the  other  stu¬ 
dent  holding  his  feet,  Winther  grasped  Webb’s  hands  and  pulled  him  onto  the  ice,  from  where  they 
aided  him  to  safety.  6496 


Statistics  of  Cases  Considered  Since  1904 


1980 

To  Date 

Gold  Medals  Awarded 

0 

19 

Silver  Medals  Awarded 

3 

620 

Bronze  Medals  Awarded 

78 

5,859 

81 

6,498 

To  date  the  Commission  has  considered  57,962  rescue  acts. 


Especially  do  we  honor  those  who  gave  their  lives  in  attempting  to 
save  others.  During  1980  nineteen  such  awards  were  granted . 
bringing  the  total  to  date  to  1,338. 


Monetary  Grants 


1980 

To  Date 

For  continuing  support  of 
widows,  dependents, 

and  disabled  heroes 

$163,260 

$  9,397,522 

For  education  of  heroes  and 

children  of  deceased  heroes 

2,350 

1,049,944 

To  all  other  heroes 

140,192 

3,410,429 

$305,802 

$13,857,895 

Two  special  awards,  gold  medals  mounted  on  bronze  tablets, 
were  made  in  honor  of  heroes  of  the  Steamship  Titanic,  lost  off  the 
banks  of  Newfoundland  on  April  15,  1912,  and  of  the  mine  disaster 
at  Springhill,  Nova  Scotia,  on  October  23,  1958. 


Members  of  the  Commission 


Henry  H.  Armstrong 

Year  of 
Election 

1971 

F.J.  Torrance  Baker 

1960 

J.  Judson  Brooks 

1956 

E.  Bayley  Buchanan 

1975 

George  S.  Ebbert,  Jr. 

1974 

Benjamin  R.  Fisher 

1976 

John  G.  Frazer,  Jr. 

1953 

T.  Herbert  Hamilton 

1976 

Thomas  J.  Hilliard,  Jr. 

1979 

Alfred  M.  Hunt 

1960 

Robert  W.  Off 

1973 

David  B.  Oliver  II 

1957 

Frank  Brooks  Robinson 

1966 

J.  Evans  Rose,  Jr. 

1979 

Arthur  M.  Scully,  Jr. 

1964 

Harton  S.  Semple 

1958 

William  P.  Snyder  III 

1951 

George  H.  Taber 

1979 

Walter  F.  Toerge 

1970 

James  M.  Walton 

1968 

Alfred  W.  Wishart,  Jr. 

1976 

Date  Due 

! 

P 

T 

J 

1 

I 

J.  Judson  Brooks  James  M.  Walton 
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